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ABSTRACT 


The Protea hitherto known as P. echinulata Meisner and described in 1856 was 
earlier described by Salisbury in Knight’s Proteeae of 1809 as Erodendrum restioni- 
folium. Under International Rules the earliest name for the species must be retained 
and the species is therefore to be known as P. restionifolia (Salisb. ex Knight) Ry- 
croft. 


When Salisbury (in Knight, Prot. 1809) described Hrodendrum 
restionifolium he stated that it was “a rare species discovered by Mr. J. 
Niven on dry barren mountains at Brandfly”. The holotype is at Kew 
and the label is entered as “Niven No. 32 acaulis plant—dry barren 
alpine places Brandfly”. Added on the label in Salisbury’s (7) hand is 
“Restionifolium’’. 

“Brandfly” is obviously Brandvlei near Worcester where, in fact, 
specimens which match the type have been collected on various occasions. 

It appears that Meisner could not have seen Niven’s specimen because 
in 1856 he described the same species as P. echinulata and cited Zeyher’s 
3670 and “Ludwig in herb. Mus. Stuttgart” as his types. These speci- 
mens were collected in the Caledon area. 

On herbarium sheets the species has been given various names. For in- 
stance Burchell (7913) called it “P. scabra var angustifolia” and also (7160) 
“P, graminea”. Guthrie called it “P. tenuifolia R.Br.” which in fact it 
does resemble in some respects. Meisner noted the similarity when he 
stated “Forte P. tenuifoliae var. ? attamen foliis tenuioribus, egregie 
echinulatis, capitulo non hemispherico, floribus longioribus,” etc. 
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In 1912 Phillips described P. echinulata Meisn. var minor, based on 
Schlechter 10215, collected in the Cold Bokkeveld. It is true that this 
specimen has a head which is smaller than Niven 32 and Zeyher 3690, 
but intermediate forms have since been collected and the variety cannot 
be upheld. 


SYNONYMY 


PROTEA RESTIONIFOLIA (Salish. ex Knight) Rycroft comb. nov. 
Erodendrum restionifolium Salish. ex Knight Prot. 45 (1809) 

Protea echinulata Meisn. in D C. Prodr. xiv 242 (1856); Phill. et Stapf, 
in Dyer Fl. Cap. v, i, 600 (1912). 

P. echinulata var minor Phill. in Dyer FI. Cap. v, i, 600 (1912) 


The holotype is Niven 32 in herb. Kew. 
DISTRIBUTION 


P. restionifolia (Salisb. ex Knight) Rycroft. 

CERES: Kleinvlei. Cold Bokkeveld, Schlechter 10215 (B, BM, BOL. 
K, PRE). 

WORCESTER: Brandvlei, Niven 32 (K, holo.), Compton 8839 (NBG). 
Rycroft 2188 (NBG), Doorn River Valley, Leipoldt in herb. Bol. 19261 
(BOL), Scherpenheuwel, Barker 7524 (NBG), Foothills of farm Pok- 
kraal, van Breda 364 (K, PRE). 

CALEDON: between Genadendal and Donkerhoek, Burchell 7913 
“P. scabra var angustifolia” (K), sandy soil between Houwhoek and Bot 
River, Bowie (K), Caledon, Guthrie “P. tenuifolia R.Br.” (K, PRE), 
Kleinrivierberg, Zeyher 3670 (K, P), Hermanus Mts., Marloth 6229 
(PRE), Bot River, Guthrie in herb SAM 54256 (SAM), Guthrie 431 (BOL), 
Villiersdorp, de Villiers (BOL). 

RIVERSDALE: Garcias Pass, Burchell 7160 “P. graminea” (K). 

WITHOUT LOCALITY: Bowie (BM), Drege 3670 (Zeyher collection?) 
(EI), Zeyher 3670 (G, P). 


